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In Mysuru, eight-year-old Aditi is finally trusted to help her
grandmother build the family's Bombe Habba, the tiered
Dasara doll display, and to place the precious pattada bombe,
the king-and-queen dolls her grandmother received at her
wedding. Each night of Navaratri, one doll whispers its story to
her: a Channapatna wooden elephant, a clay potter, a
Yakshagana dancer. Each story reveals the generation of the
family that brought it home. On the last night Aditi adds a doll
of her own to the steps, then walks with her grandmother to
see Mysuru Palace light up, and learns that the best heirlooms
are the stories you keep telling, in the language you first heard
them in.
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